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Expanding a Wikipedia Stub for an Inorganic Compound
Audience:  undergraduate chemistry majors that have already had general chemistry (i.e. there is no real need to say what a metal is, how many electrons are around the atom, etc. unless it directly relates to something else you’re talking about)

Topics:  suggestions for what to include (selections will depend on the compound)
· Synthesis

· Processes of isolation

· Structure

· Interesting facts about the compound in history

· Application of the compound; Uses of the compound
· Etc. (look for full Wikipedia articles on inorganic compounds to get more ideas of what to include; for instance, look at sodium chloride, carbon monoxide, hydrogen peroxide, zinc oxide, borax, etc.)

Sections:  put topics into sections with headings and consider adding these additional sections

· See also – include here links to related Wikipedia entries
· External Links – include here links to other websites
References: Wikipedia aims to be a reliable source of information, thus all information included must be verifiable. To be verifiable, references to the sources of information must be included

· Include at least 5 references, only one of which may be an internet source (and the internet source should be a recognized authority—i.e. data tables from NIST).  
· References should be from primary literature or edited secondary literature like Encyclopedia of Inorganic Chemistry (i.e. NOT textbooks) 
· To format the references according to American Chemical Society style, refer to the guide: http://library.williams.edu/citing/styles/acs.php
Considering registering yourself in Wikipedia:   
· It is recommended, but not required that you register yourself in Wikipedia. This link describes the advantages and cautions you to pick a sensible user name since they’re not easy to change later http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Tutorial_(Registration) 

· Go here to register http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special:UserLogin&type=signup 

How to edit Wikipedia articles:
· Look at this tutorial to get the basic idea of editing. Note that you need to use special “mark-up” language to do common things, like make italics and bold
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Tutorial
· This is the detailed guide to editing Wikipedia articles. Consult the different parts of this guide frequently
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:How_to_edit_a_page 

· Refer to this Cheatsheet listing basic editing commands
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Cheatsheet 

· For citing sources consult
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citing_sources
· For how to footnote
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Footnotes
· For a comprehensive style guide for Wikipedia articles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Manual_of_Style 
Examples of Wikipedia articles from previous class members:

· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercury(II)_cyanide
· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Potassium_ferrocyanide
· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ammonium_dichromate 

Exercises to familiarize yourself with Wikipedia:

1. Look at the three Wikipedia articles improved by Earlham students in a previous class. Write down a list of the subheadings used and note any other features of those articles that you like and would like to replicate.

2. Look at the several full Wikipedia articles on other inorganic compounds. Are there other subheadings that look useful? Write those down along with other neat features you’d like to include in your Wikipedia article.  

3. Look at the Earlham College Wikipedia article and think of something to add or change. Try it!
Looking for information for your Wikipedia entry using Scifinder Scholar:

Go to the library website and select the “Articles & Journals” tab on the gray menu bar at the top and then “A-Z List of Databases” from the pull-down menu. 

There are links for both registering for and using SciFinder Scholar.  You have to register first, and don’t forget your password! It’s a pain to retrieve!

Some (among many) approaches to searching via SciFinder Scholar:

Via Explore Substances
1. select the Explore Substances option from the middle top of the screen

2. select the Substance Identifier option from the left hand column

3. enter the name of your compound and hit search

4. an entry for your compound will appear; if there are more than one options, click on Substance Detail to help find the right one

5. to get to a list of references to articles about your compound, look at the bottom left hand corner of the screen and click References
6. you can look at all, or click different boxes to limit the search by general topic, such as analytical study, preparation, or uses, etc.

7. look at abstracts of references retrieved, click on fulltext to be directed to the online article or to interlibrary loan (allow 3-10 days)

More ways to limit a list of references

When looking at a list of references, you can use the right hand column to narrow the list

Analysis tab

· It is set to list references according to author name

· Change to JOURNAL NAME if you want to browse through the journals, looking for ACS journals that are all available at Earlham

· Change to PUBLICATION YEAR if you want to find the newest articles or the oldest (earliest original work on the topic)

When looking at a list of references, pick a reference of interest by clicking the check box and then get articles related to it

Get Cited icon
· This gives you the bibliography of the selected article, if available – thus, these are older articles
Get Citing icon
· This retrieves a list of articles that cite the one you selected in their bibliographies – thus, these are newer articles
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